
Meare Village Primary School 

Policy for Supporting Pupils with Medical Needs 

Introduction  

 The Children and Families Act 2014 includes a duty to schools to support children 

with medical conditions. 

 Where children have a disability the requirements of the Equality Act 2010 will also 

apply. Where children have identified special needs the SEN Code of Practice will 

also apply. 

 All children have the right to access the full curriculum adapted to their medical 

needs and to receive the ongoing support and care that they require at school to help 

them to manage their condition so that they can continue to enjoy their learning, 

friendships and play. 

 Parents have the prime responsibility for their child’s health and are required to 

provide the school with information about the child’s medical condition before they 

are admitted to school or as soon as the child first develops a particular medical need 

 This policy was written by Doreen Grant, Special Educational Needs Coordinator 

who is the named person who leads on the implementation of this policy. 

Definition of Medical Needs 

A pupil’s medical needs may be broadly summarised as being of two types: 

 Short term – affecting their participation in school activities through injury or when 

they are on a course of medication. 

 Long term – potentially limiting their access to education and requiring extra care and 

support. 

Pupils with Short Term Medical Needs  

 If children are unwell and unable to cope with a busy school day or if the child has an 

infectious or contagious condition they should not be sent to school. 

 If they become ill during the school day the parents/carers will be contacted by the 

school office in order that the child can be taken home. 

 The school follows the Guidance on Infection Control in Schools laid out by the 

Health Protection Agency www.hpa.org.uk . 

 If a child is well enough to attend school but a doctor has advised that it is essential 

for medicine to be taken during the school day, parents are welcome to come into 

school to administer it. 

 We expect that on most occasions parents will be able to administer medicines 

themselves before and after the school day. 

 If it is absolutely necessary for medicines to be administered in school the medicine 

needs to be 

o Prescribed and In date 

o Labelled with the child’s name, time and frequency of administration, the 

prescribing doctor’s name 

o Brought in a measured syringe  

 The appropriate form should be filled in by the parent giving permission for staff to 

administer the medicine. 

http://www.hpa.org.uk/
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 The medicine will be stored safely and will be readily available. 

 Each time a medicine is administered it will be recorded on the appropriate form. 

 The school will not administer non-prescribed medicines or treatments. 

 A pupil with asthma will know where to access their inhaler in the classroom and 

parents will sign the appropriate form to acknowledge that an inhaler has been 

provided. 

Pupils with Long Term or Complex Medical Needs 

 Where a child’s needs are particularly complex and could affect their ability to access 

the full curriculum or participate in other areas of school life then special 

arrangements will be made. 

 The child will have an Individual Health Care Plan. 

 Staff will have access to relevant training to support the pupil in school. 

Individual Health Care Plans 

 A written individual health care plan will be developed by the Special Needs 

Coordinator in liaison with medical professionals and the parents. 

 This will include 

o Details of the child’s medical condition 

o Any medication necessary and how it is stored and administered 

o Daily care requirements 

o Action to be taken in an emergency 

o Contact details of parents and medical practitioners  

 The health care plan will be reviewed yearly but modified if necessary throughout the 

year in response to information from parents or medical professionals. 

Communicating Needs  

 A list of pupils with medical needs will be maintained and updated when necessary 

and will be kept in the staff room. 

 Individual Health Care Plans will be kept in the classroom where they are accessible 

to all staff and there will be a copy in the child’s file. 

Educational Visits 

 Visits and school residential trips will be planned so that pupils with medical needs 

can participate and reasonable adjustments will be made as appropriate to ensure 

they are not discriminated against. 

 A risk assessment will be undertaken prior to the trip. 
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